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“Librarians who are able to partner with, rather than serve, faculty are in a stronger position to support research. They get to know individual research agendas and see the intersections of those agendas with teaching assignments. ... They learn about theories, experts, publishers, Web sites, databases, and issues pertinent to the research agenda, not just a single reference question.” 
—Westbrook (2003, p. 205)

“While thousands of papers have been produced by hundreds of workers using citations as data, none of the problems has been exhaustively studied and some have been ignored almost entirely. This conclusion contrasts sharply with the repeated assurances of citation advocates that they recognize the limitations of the method, take the problems into account, have satisfactorily dealt with their critics, or have examined the problems and have found error without correction is small or unimportant.”







—MacRoberts & MacRoberts (1996, p. 442)

“The elucidation of context enables us to understand information with greater subtlety and sensitivity. Furthermore, reintegrating context and information increases the overall quality of the information itself.” 
—Simonds (2001, p. 119)

1. Introduction
The present case study in feminist geography establishes the value of qualitative citation analysis as a further weapon in the academic reference librarian’s arsenal. This study in citation analysis is situated within the research agenda set forth in Dilevko, J., & Atkinson, E. (2002), Dilevko, J., & Dali, K. (2004), and Dilevko, McMillan, Allison-Cassin, Aspinall, and Mauro (2006). 
Broadly, Dilevko and colleagues have explored the value of citation-analytic tools to support a “re-intellectualized approach to librarianship—an approach that emphasizes subject-specific knowledge” (Dilevko & Dali, 2004, p. 235): “They learn about theories, experts, publishers, Web sites, databases, and issues pertinent to the research agenda” (Westbrook, 2003, p. 205). Academic librarians are increasingly challenged to participate in research as partners and “intellectual peers” (Dilevko et al., 2006, p. 461), and to make significant contributions in their own right; at the same time, an interdisciplinary, often fragmented research environment renders even more urgent the problem of how librarians can orient themselves—rapidly and thoroughly—in unfamiliar areas in which they have little or no formal expertise (p. 461). In addition to increasing demands for a “general cultural literacy” (p. 452), there is now the added burden of attaining a “breadth of subject-based knowledge” (p. 461) sufficient to create an accurate intellectual map of a given field. In short, “[h]ow can a librarian acquire the necessary intellectual capital to make a substantial difference in academic research?” (p. 452, emphasis added).

Geography was chosen for this case study, since it is an unfamiliar discipline in which the author has the least formal expertise. Within human geography, feminist geography was chosen as the subdiscipline for the daunting interdisciplinary challenge of women’s studies (cf. Westbrook, 2003). The scenario is the following: the first assignment of a newly minted academic librarian is geography; she has been given only two weeks to prepare an orientation to the literature of feminist geography for this year’s incoming graduate students in women’s studies.

This paper is structured as follows. First, a primer on citation analysis, based primarily on the magisterial summary by Nicolaisen (2007), is presented as methodological background. Next, a general introduction to feminist geography, assembled from standard reference works, is offered in order to establish a base line of what can be readily known; this introduction is supplemented by generic quantitative citation analysis. Finally, the specific methodology for the case study in qualitative citation analysis is described, and the results obtained are summarized. The conclusion is that the standardized structure of scholarly monographs ensures that this qualitative method produces a timely and accurate road map for the myriad specializations within feminist geography.
2. Citation analysis in brief

Bibliometric approaches can offer timely and accurate knowledge about a given specialization. One obvious suggestion is the careful analysis of recent scholarly book reviews; Dilevko et al. (2006) report on results obtained in this fashion, demonstrating its fruitfulness in practice. Whereas the book review has traditionally been viewed as a major tool in collections development, it is shown here, with few qualifications, to provide a reasonably accurate guide to a given discipline.

Similarly, quantitative citation analysis has been employed by academic librarians in collections development, primarily in managing the burgeoning collection of serials. In this regard, Dilevko and Atkinson (2002) consider supplementary citation-analytical techniques in the case of journals that do not appear in standard citation indexes. Can this collections-development tool also be used as a guide to a literature? Yes.
Certainly, quantitative citation analysis can be employed to establish many facts of some use in understanding a given discipline: broad trends, date ranges and a short list of highly-cited works. Simonds (2001) considers going beyond such basic bibliometrics, and advocates a qualitative citation analysis inspired by applied linguistics (pragmatics and discourse analysis)—what she calls a “macro-semantics” (p. 118)—to differentiate among highly-cited works. Her “model of citations as integral textual elements” (p. 119) enables her to understand the literature of archival appraisal “with greater subtlety and sensitivity” (p. 119).

The question, then, is what insights can such qualitative citation analysis of recent scholarly monographs provide the academic librarian trying to acquire, rapidly and thoroughly, the “necessary intellectual capital” in a specific field (in the present case study, feminist geography). 
2.1. Citation analysis and its literature

Citation analysis is found under the rubric of bibliometrics; alternative terms for bibliometrics include informetrics and increasingly scientometrics.

The amount of general scholarship on citation analysis is daunting, but that portion given just to theoretical and critical evaluation of such analysis is tractable. Literature reviews of differing degrees of currency and exhaustiveness are provided by Kelland and Young (1994), Liu (1993), Nicolaisen (2007), Simonds (2001), and White (2004). The authoritative overview by Nicolaisen (2007) must now be considered the essential starting point for all study of citation analysis.

In broad terms the literature can be categorized by preoccupations and applications on the one hand, and by theoretical concerns and disciplinary approaches on the other. Additionally, Wouters (1999) introduces a simple twofold division between “citationality” (Garfield, 1998), the study of citing behaviour, on the one hand (Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 609), and symbolic characterization, “how citations reflect the characteristics of science and scholarship” (p. 609) on the other. 

There is a growing chorus demanding a unification and integration of approaches to achieve the holy grail of a theory of citation (e.g., White, 2004, esp. p. 112).

Definition. Citation analysis is variously defined. Nicolaisen (2007) offers a brief definition: “the analysis of bibliographic references, which form part of the apparatus of scholarly communication” (p. 609). Simonds (2001) expatiates somewhat. “Briefly stated, this method of analysis takes as its subject the citations made in a body of some literature.... By logging and then examining the citation dataset, some understanding of the sources employed in the construction of the papers can be achieved. Citation analysis depends on some data store of the full set of citations, which is a citation index” (p. 8).

History. Simonds (2001) extends her history back into the Middle Ages, highlighting the utility of citation analysis as a retrieval tool in both rabbinics and law (p. 9). The main use of citation indexes, she notes, continues to be “an information retrieval tool for a widely dispersed and active literature” (p. 12). (Indeed, the utility of citation indexing as alternative retrieval tool was demonstrated in the course of researching the present topic: the gold mine of Nicolaisen [2007] only appeared by tracing who has been citing White [2004] in the ISI Web of Knowledge.)

The watershed date in modern citation analysis is 1963, the year that the Institute of Scientific Information (ISI) launched its science citation index (other indices followed in 1973 and 1978). Garfield (1979) outlines the theory of citation indexing as an alternative to subject/topic indexing (e.g., Simonds, 2001, pp. 9-10). Garfield understood citations to be reliable indicators of utility and impact (Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 632). 

In short, the ISI databases marked “a very important stage in the history of information science” (Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 632); and document retrieval by citation index “represented a significant improvement on previous term-based retrieval techniques” (p. 633).

Disciplines and applications. Nicolaisen (2007) provides a useful summary of the main applications of citation analysis (pp. 609-610).

(1) Management: the quantitative and qualitative evaluation of scientists and their publications and institutions (see further Moed, 2005); increasingly in knowledge management, to map and understand the organization of knowledge.

(2) Sociology of knowledge: the post-Kuhnian theorizing and modelling of the historical development of science(s), as citation bears on the social construction of knowledge (Simonds, 2001, p. 11).

(3) Information science: the development of tools for information search and retrieval; more recently, bibliometrics for collections development (Simonds, 2001, p. 12).

(4) Theoretical and applied linguistics: the analysis of scholarly communication with formal linguistic tools (pragmatics, discourse analysis); rhetorical analysis of “persuasion.”

Criticisms. Citation analysis has rested on a pre-Kuhnian philosophy of science (Nicolaisen, 2007, pp. 615-619) and on two rather naive assumptions: citations are generally approbative (“votes of confidence” [Simonds, 2001, p. 11]) and reflect all and only the influential sources (e.g., Simonds, 2001, p. 13; MacRoberts & MacRoberts, 1996, p. 442). “Neither of these assumptions is supported by the evidence. Rather, scientists do not cite most of their influences; citing is biased, secondary sources replace primary sources, and informal sources, which are the lion’s share, are not credited. And authors definitely are not motivated to bestow credit” (MacRoberts & MacRoberts, 1996, p. 442).
There is an embarrassing absence of an empirically grounded theory of citation to justify these assumptions (e.g., Nicolaisen, 2007, pp. 611-612). There are apparently few quantitative studies that attempt to establish the predictive validity of any linear relations, and those few report low to moderate degrees of correlation (e.g., citations as indicators of quality, Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 632).

Specifically in the context of the present case study in qualitative citation analysis, there is the criticism of superficiality in the findings of quantitative citation analysis. “Citation analysis describes the surface of any discipline’s literature” (Simonds, 2001, p. 60), providing details on dates and types of documents of limited use. This “surface information” is “well-suited to the initial explorations of a field” (p. 60, emphasis added); but details of usage and patterns of communication, etc., that could provide insights into a given area are missing (pp. 60-61).

2.2. Social-scientific approaches to citation analysis

Information science (IS). The IS preoccupation with classification schemes is extended to citation typology as a way of augmenting the value of citation analysis (Simonds, 2001, p. 61). The many classification schemes, some twenty in total, are summarized and reviewed by Baldi (1998) and White (2004). The system of Chubin and Moitra (1975) appears to be the leading system in terms of both applications and criticism.

Psychology. “To understand why an author cites in a particular way at a particular time we would need, to put it crudely, to step inside that individual’s head” (Cronin, 1984, p. 50). Generally, scholars have been sceptical of success in stepping into someone’s head. “Unravelling the reasons citations are made is a daunting and nearly impossible task” (Simonds, 2001, p. 72).

Major studies in this vein are Case and Higgins (2000) and Harter (1992), both attempting to extend the linguistic (pragmatic) theory of relevance first propounded in Sperber and Wilson’s 1986 book Relevance. Nicolaisen (2007) offers an insightful and broad-ranging criticism of relevance criteria in the absence of sociological sophistication (pp. 612-615).

White and Wang (1997) adopt a qualitative approach, effectively trying to observe citation in the wild, as it were. Their conclusions echo the criticisms of citation analysis in MacRoberts and MacRoberts (1996, p. 436).

Sociology. Here scholars move beyond the traditional or normative philosophy of science and explore post-Kuhnian social constructivism. Study revolves around the criticism and testing of the Persuasion Hypothesis (White, 2004, pp. 108-109). Are citers trying to persuade? What persuades—quality, reputation, or something else? In this regard, White distinguishes “persuasion by distortion” (misrepresentation) from “persuasion by name-dropping” (credibility by association) (Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 621). The critique is that “persuasion is not the major motivation to cite” (Moed & Garfield, 2003, p. 195); see further Nicolaisen (2007, pp. 622-623).

The new “indicator” theories (e.g., Van der Veer Martens, Wouters) fall under this rubric (esp. Nicolaisen, 2007, pp. 629-632). “Indicator theorists are concerned with the symbolic characteristics of the citation and its indicative abilities. They seek to understand how citations reflect and represent science—not the reasons why authors cite...” (p. 629). (This newer approach does not apparently bear on the agenda for the proposed study in qualitative citation analysis.)

Linguistics. Thompson & Ye (1991) and Hyland (1999) employ discourse-analytical techniques to establish clear disciplinary differences in citing behaviour: the extent of citing, the formal representation of the citation, etc. The novelty here is the emphasis on formal linguistic factors, e.g., the use of reporting verbs.

White (2004) is much more interested in rhetorical analysis as the basis for an interdisciplinary unification of citation studies. “This requires regarding citation as a complex communicative process with syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic variables. The variables may be studied both within documents and across documents.... If rhetorical analyses of citation practices within documents were used to explain findings in cross-textual (i.e. bibliometric) citation studies, that might give the still-dishevelled theory of citing a whole new look” (p. 112, emphasis original).
2.3. Qualitative citation analysis

Qualitative approaches to citation are largely absent, yet there are still important papers such as White and Wang (1997). 

Simonds (2001) adopts a contextual analysis inspired by discourse analysis in her quasi-qualitative study. Her taxonomic system based on “facets” (Table 4.1) is an attempt “to reflect the heterogeneous appearance, use, and function of citations” (p. 81). Such a context-analytical screening would facilitate cross-disciplinary comparisons using the base-line statistics established by Hyland (1999).

2.4. Citation analysis: Conclusion

“The quest for a theory of citation that seeks to explain the citation by relating it to the citing behavior of the scientist is not a dead end. It is, on the contrary, the only way forward if we are to realize the full potential of citation analysis” (Nicolaisen, 2007, p. 633). In the past, scholars have tended to rely on the psychological approach (p. 633; cf. Simonds, 2001, pp. 61-62) and classification schemes of limited use (p. 633). Nicolaisen (2007) argues that progress comes from refraining from psychologizing, embracing instead a sophisticated view of citation as embedded in sociocultural conventions (p. 633). White (2004) goes one better by situating that sociocultural investigation with a broader framework informed by rhetorical analysis.

Simonds (2001) adds an insight provided by museum and archives studies: information cannot be divorced from context. “The elucidation of context enables us to understand information with greater subtlety and sensitivity. Furthermore, reintegrating context and information increases the overall quality of the information itself” (p. 119).

There is clearly room for a qualitative study of citations, embracing and extending Simonds (2001) and her move towards textlinguistics, and developed explicitly as a practical tool in the academic librarian’s acquisition of necessary intellectual capital in unfamiliar fields. The practical and qualitative study may also provide sufficient insight into the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic variables to inform the unifying formulation of a theory of citation.

3. Introduction: What is feminist geography?

This section summarizes the emerging scholarly issues and debates in feminist geography. Feminist geography is not what one might think it is; geography itself is probably not what one might think it is either, in part because of the postmodern turn that has revamped the social sciences in recent decades. The first part of this section outlines just what feminist geography is with attention to its historical development from the so-called second wave of feminism in the 1970s to the present.

Geography has two main divisions: physical versus human geography. Physical geography is associated with what we were spoon-fed in high school: mountains, rivers, maps. It would be a mistake to think feminists have no interest in the physical side, and indeed the more interesting developments, in the author’s opinion, are on this side, as will be explained below. Suffice it to say that physical geography is the target of feminist criticism regarding hiring and teaching: if women are underrepresented anywhere in geography, it is here (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶78).

Human geography has become a focus of interdisciplinary social science generally; not surprisingly, it forms the core of feminist geography. Writing of the great social-science debates in the 1990s, McDowell & Sharp (1999) confirm that “Whether the focus was the increasing connections between places through economic globalisation or cultural innovation, the movement and migration of huge flows of capital and labour, the paradoxical reassertion of local power, politics and identities, or the wholesale challenges to theory and knowledge mounted by amongst others, feminists, postmodernists and post-colonial theorists, geographers had something to say” (p. ix).

Women’s Studies brings the lived experience of women to every aspect of human geography. In so doing, it disrupts every traditional approach to a given topic. Even more than the perspectives and methodologies, though, there is the political struggle for justice that is the feminist political project. This struggle is played out in the classroom, in the department and in every aspect of research, which in turn takes on a marked emancipatory aspect. “Feminism is defined by explicit political commitments (against oppression, or to making visible the workings of social power), and feminist geography is unapologetically marked by this agenda” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 6). This struggle blurs the line between inside and outside academia. This is a source of endless controversy: can feminist geography be a bona fide academic study?
When we think of feminist geography, we would naturally think of a feminist perspective on geography. The reality appears to be that feminist geography is much more about the feminist impact on geography. The recent “mainstreaming of feminist geography” is directly related to “the widespread influence of the cultural turn across human geography” (Sharp, 2005, p. 304). “Open nearly any human geography textbook, review course offerings in most of the top geography programs, or examine recent publications by well-known human geographers and you will discover the influence of gender and feminist perspectives” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶1).
The impact of feminism on geography is primarily the result of postmodern methodologies that feminist geography has been introducing to the relatively conservative field of geography. “Clearly the landscape of geographical inquiry and knowledge has been irrevocably challenged—and changed—by feminist geography. A substantive field in its own right, feminist geography has also reframed fundamental approaches across the discipline, reconceptualizing core subjects, concepts, epistemologies, and methodologies of geographic investigation” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 7). “The multiple and dynamic discourses in the field of feminist geography are impacting the discipline and will continue to advance our thinking about social relations and spatial processes into the twenty-first century” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶9). In short, “[f]eminist methodology is arguably one of the most important contributions of feminism to the discipline of geography” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶10).
3.1. Historical overview
The inception of feminist geography is located in the mid-1970s. It was merely one of the many social-science offshoots of the radical criticism generated by the so-called second wave of feminism. Feminist geography began with the New Left’s Marxist critique of positivism, but quickly radicalized beyond socialist-feminism, critiquing androcentrist Marxism (and Marxists). “The contested relationship between Marxism and feminism continues to shape epistemology and intellectual debates within both subfields” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 2).

The field of geography proved to be conservative relative to its social-science peers, and was even slower in adapting to the new feminist scholarship in geography. This proved to be a boon of sorts, for the earliest pioneers had to rely on the pioneering feminism in other social sciences and their engagement with male-dominated departments: a sort of leverage. As a result, feminist geography is strongly marked by its interdisciplinarity. “From its earliest inception, a defining characteristic of feminist geography was its intellectual cross-fertilization and multidisciplinarity; this remains one of its strengths today” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 2).

Feminist geography is “an innately interdisciplinary subfield” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 6), in part reflecting its politicized intellectual stance. To get a handle on this interdisciplinarity, one might carefully study the secondary subject headings in various databases. Thus, to take a simple example, in addition to the disciplines of Geography and Women’s Studies, Dissertations & Theses (ProQuest) provides the following secondary headings for the nine dissertations published in the subfield in 2006. Of particular importance in this list, as will be seen below, is the heading Comparative Literature; Forestry is an indicator of the growing importance of environmentalism.
· American Studies
· Comparative Literature
· Demographics

· Economics

· Educational Theory

· Forestry

· Sociology

· Welfare

The interdisciplinarity becomes acute when analyzed in the University of Toronto Catalogue. The challenges for collections development in feminist geography are therefore daunting.

      Main Headings

· Ecofeminism [= Feminist ecology]

· Feminist geography [see also Feminist political geography]

· Women and city planning

· Women geographers

· Women in development

· Women in economic development

· Women travelers

      Secondary Headings
· Citizenship

· City planning

· Emigration and immigration

· Environmentalism

· Feminism

· Feminist anthropology

· Feminist economics

· Feminist ethnology

· Feminist theory—Political aspects

· Geography in literature

· Globalization

· Housewives

· Human geography

· Landscape; Landscape in literature

· Place (Philosophy)

· Postcolonialism

· Sex role

· Social mobility

· Spatial behaviour

· Suburbs

· Sustainable development

· Urban anthropology

· Urban ecology

· Urban women

· Women—Employment

· Women—Social conditions

· Women and literature

· Women and the environment

· Women and the military

· Women and war; Women and peace

· Women immigrants

· Women in politics

· Work and family

· Working mother
The great burgeoning of feminist geography in the 1980s flowed from the implications of gendered space. This efflorescence established the analytical significance of gendered spatial divisions, both public and private, and how they determine work and urban processes; gendered space spilled over into ecology, development, and now globalization (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 3).
The 1990s witnessed the impact of a new wave of feminism associated with the name of bell hooks among many others. What is a woman? Feminism itself interrogated its white, middle-class, first-world roots; room was made diversity (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 4). Diversity is still a driving force in feminist geography, even more so under the additional impact of queer geography.

In summary, feminist geography began by asking, Where are the women? It has not stopped asking. In so doing, it has attempted to redress the neglect of women as producers, and also as subjects, in geographical studies; it has challenged the misrepresentations of women, and has insisted on the salience of gender in studies of class and poverty. The question continues to make a mark on the curriculum and teaching materials, on departments and researchers.

3.2. Feminist epistemology
The major impact that feminist geography has made on the broader field of human geography is in the area of epistemology. Feminists were in the vanguard of the politics of knowledge and the critique of positivist science, carrying into geography explanations of new methodologies. “These debates represent the cutting edge of methodological thinking and practice in the discipline of geography: questions of positionality, power, and embodied knowledge production permeate discussions of methodology within various fields of geographic thought” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 6).

Think of the importance now of critical race theory, psychoanalysis, poststructuralism, postcolonialism and queer theory. “Emphasis on the politics of knowledge and the intersectionality of multiple oppressions and identities invigorated feminist geography by providing a wide array of new theoretical and methodological tools for feminist geographical work. ... These perspectives destabilized sexual and gender categories, shifted understandings of space and place, and led to new methodological approaches and understandings in the field” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 4). As a result, feminist geographers have been able to migrate to the cutting edge, thereby contributing to the wider social sciences: economics, geography, political science, environmental studies, even information science (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 5).

It is important to realize that there is a spectrum of radicalism when it comes to the critique of positivism (the rational empiricism of the late 1800s).
 At the conservative end are the so-called feminist empiricists. “Feminist empiricists seek to produce stronger, more objective, more truthful results through including women in their research studies and by documenting women’s lives and experiences that have been previously marginalized or left out of dominant knowledge canons altogether” (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 10). Feminist empiricism can be summarized in the slogan “setting the record straight.”

A more radical position is standpoint epistemology. In brief, knowledge and empowerment can be built up through the lived experiences of women. There is knowledge beyond objectivity and quantitative methods; emotion and subjectivity can be added back. The problem here is that the middle ground is unstable: it is subject to the devastating charge of essentialism.

Rejecting essentialist logic moves women into the depths of the postmodern seas, where objectivity is abandoned. “The feminist scholars and researchers profess that by discarding positivist assumptions of the value-free researcher, the actuality of an objective reality, and the realizability of universal, fixed, and objective truth, we do not lose the ability to build knowledge” (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 14). “The researcher is encouraged to openly acknowledge, and even to draw from, her situated perspective in the course of her research project” (p. 15).

“In short, despite all claims to the contrary, knowledge building was never value-free, social reality was not static, and positivism or social scientific inquiry in general did not exist outside of the social world” (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 7). “The feminist critique of science emerged during the mid-1980s as a strong epistemological alternative to modernist thinking, ... and has served as a foundation for the valorization of traditional and situated knowledge and methodological alternatives” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶39).

3.3. Major themes in feminist geography
Nelson & Seager (2005) pack the major themes and insights of feminist geography into a few slogans: “space is gendered”; “place doesn’t just reflect gender, it produces it”; “sexuality is constructed in place and spatially” (p. 4; cf. Domosh & Seager, 2001, pp. xxii-xxiii). It is worth thinking further on these slogans.

Place matters. Place is a feminist issue. Feminist geography insists on the importance of asking where. Where is not a secondary question. “[A]t the forefront of theorizing the intersectionality of multiple oppressions, feminist geographers demonstrate how these oppressions are embedded in, and produced through, material and symbolic space and place. ... Asking ‘where’ forces us to map the complex relationships between bodies, identities, places, and power, and represents an arena in which feminist geographers are making their most important contributions to feminist theory” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 7).
Gendering is a process that occurs in space. Spatial organization and relations are not some neutral wallpaper, but actually determine the human drama to varying degrees (Domosh & Seager, 2001, p. xxi). “[F]eminist geography asserts the importance and salience of foregrounding women as a subject of study and ‘gendering’ as a social and spatial process” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 7).

Gender is constructed. What feminist geography adds is that it is constructed in situ. Increasingly, feminist geography documents how masculinity is similarly constructed. “One of the exciting theoretical turns in feminist geography is in grappling with the spatialized construction of femininity and masculinity—as ideology, materiality, and practice” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 7). (See further the important study by Aitken (2006) on the construction of the masculine.)
What is different about today’s feminist geography is the insight that the gendered body is also space at the smallest scale. Here the field truly embraces the postmodern. “Only a few decades after feminists levered ‘woman’ and ‘gender’ into the lexicon of geographic thought, it is ‘the body’ and the multidimensionality of embodied experience(s) that continue to anchor feminist geography at the dawn of the twenty-first century” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 1). The key concept here is anchor. “Feminist geography, anchored in the body, moves across scale, linking the personal and quotidian to urban cultural landscapes, deforestation, ethno-nationalist struggles, and global political economies” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 2, emphasis mine).

3.4. Resources

Feminist geography is well served in terms of essential resources. A core bibliography is provided as an appendix: handbooks, companions and primers, with essential classics.

The field also has its own journal, Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography; this can be supplemented by the premier journal in human geography, Progress in Human Geography: An International Review of Geographical Work in the Social Sciences and Humanities. 
There are of course publishers active in women’s studies. The main publishers in feminist geography in particular are Routledge, Blackwell and the University of California Press (Berkeley).

Collection development in feminist geography requires a heavy dose of the postmodern big names. Note that the rogues’ gallery includes Judith Butler, somewhat unknown outside of women’s studies.

· Judith Butler: performativity

· Hélène Cixous

· Gilles Deleuze

· Jacques Derrida
· Michel Foucault: power/knowledge; body as site of social construction

· Luce Irigaray

· Julia Kristeva: subjects constituted by discursive practices

· Karl Marx

3.5. The core areas of feminist geography

In the next part of this section, current and emerging trends are located within the context of the core areas of study. An additional entry for the humanities indicates what is going on in the margins.

3.5.1. Feminist economic geography: Workplace and development
The social organization of work, both unpaid domestic and paid industrial, was pivotal in the earliest development of feminist geography. “Even the most cursory historical and global surveys suggest that when men and women ‘work,’ they do so under different conditions and constraints, and tend to work at different jobs, and they work in different places” (Domosh & Seager, 2001, p. 36).

Feminists decried the neglect of gender in economic processes, and argued for the concept of engendered and embodied labour. Current feminist economic geography is the result of the cultural turn in the social sciences; theorizing is concerned with how femininity (and now masculinity too) is socially constructed in the workplace. True to the political project of feminism, research is wedded to emancipation: “feminist perspectives on economic geography offer recommendations for emancipatory, inclusive analyses of the social and spatial dimensions of economic processes. These analyses are grounded in the claim that women ... remain marginalized in the workforce due to socially constructed norms and dominant power relations” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶26).
Concern with work is related to development. Increasingly development is reconsidered in terms of globalization and postcolonialism. There is an expressed need to decentre the Eurocentric perspectives and to find new ways of conceptualizing analytical tools in opposition to the IMF-type austerity and restructuring. The new theme is sustainability, and here the ecofeminists have much to say (see below on the environment). The combined themes of development, globalization and environment are found, e.g., in the study of a leading scholar, Momsen (2004). The doctoral dissertation by Pratt (2006) takes up these themes in considering how women heading households get by under adverse conditions. 

There are broadly three themes in feminist economic geography. First, feminist critique seeks to explode the concept of work itself, to “trouble” the category, and crucially to get beyond work as paid work. Unpaid work is a central object of study: volunteering, activism, mothering; feminists question the undervaluing of informal, domestic and reproductive work, and want to see new ways to “count” it, e.g., in new national accounting systems. Feminist geographers in particular draw attention to the spatial system that makes patriarchal capitalism possible: the binarities of work/home, city/suburb, paid/unpaid, public/private are rejected (Domosh & Seager, 2001, p. 38).
Unpaid female labour continues to be a focus of intense interest. The dissertation by Shelton (2006) is a clear reminder. He is interested in the post-WWII growth of Japan, and notes that the substantial contribution of female labour thereto is not receiving attention relative to its importance. According to his literature review, gender divisions in geography are more or less absent from the Japanese studies of postwar growth. Shelton examines the years 1970-2000 to get a longitudinal perspective on the impact of the evolving labour market on female labour as manifested geographically. (And it is pretty much the dismal picture you might expect.)

Second, feminists want to know how work is gendered. The focus is the social construction of “men’s work” and “women’s work” and the ideology that sustains such constructions. Interest here extends to occupational segmentation and the male-dominated professions. Of greater concern in the more recent literature are the spatial constraints on women’s work and the importance of distance and mobility (transportation).

The third theme is the space and scale of work in the process of economic restructuring. Increasingly this falls under the general head of globalization. Feminist geographers are staunch critics of globalization in its current manifestation, and take a keen interest in the spatiality of work in the South versus North. A recurring subtheme is immigration into the “global cities” and the settlement of domestic workers. A concern is how our transformed landscapes affect urbanization and migration.

3.5.2. Feminist urban geography: Gendered cities
It should be a truism that women’s lives are shaped by the cities they inhabit (and by the rural landscapes if they are not city dwellers; see further the important study by Little (2002) on women in the countryside). Important resources for feminist urban geography include the collections by Terlinden (2003) and Cortesi, Cristaldi, & Fortuijin, J. D. (2004). Recently, it is not just the physical reality of the city, but also the city as portrayed and imagined, especially in literature. Urban material conditions contribute to gender inequality. Cities are the focus of capitalist production, not just socio-economic production but also cultural and symbolic production. Homelessness is increasingly a focus of feminist geography; indeed, a recent issue of Gender, Place and Culture was devoted to women and homelessness (13(4)).
An important theme in recent feminist urban geography is that the city is no longer the sole object of study, but rather is now the context within which gender identities and relations are negotiated and thereby altered. The social processes that form these gender identities and relations are increasingly localized to the city.

The gendered city overlaps with gendered work. Recent research turns to the spatial analysis of women’s work in contemporary cities. The massive restructuring of urban economies, and the great differences in this restructuring in the cities of the North versus the South, are where urban and economic geography intersect. True, urban aspects of labour markets were an early concern for feminist geographers, but the profound urban transformations that are creating the postmodern city have changed the questions.

Domosh & Seager (2001) review the many aspects of the postmodern city and the questions feminist geographers are asking (pp. 99-109). They write that “all these different forms of the contemporary city share certain characteristics typical of the postmodern era: declining industrial and inner-city areas, pockets of gentrification, suburban expansion, the dominance of the consumer economies. These new geographies both reflect and shape gender identities” (p. 99).

The topics of concern in the postmodern city are legion. Let us take a few reflected in current studies. At the top of the list is the study of the gendered landscapes of violence and fear. Cities are not just urban spaces in which gendered identity is constructed, they are places to be afraid in. Women are afraid of public spaces in the city.

Interestingly, gentrification is a growing concern. The gay and lesbian communities are directly implicated in the phenomenon, and so gentrification is topical in queer geography. Domosh & Seager (2001) write in terms of the “gentrified gay culture” (pp. 102-104). (The intersection of queer geography and urban geography is emphasized in Luibhéid & Cantú (2005).)

Finally, a recurring theme in this context is the culture of shopping. Colls (2006) is a representative example of feminist-geographical interest in shopping. “Women have a complex and ambivalent relationship with the consumer economy that characterizes the postmodern city. On the one hand, consumerism, with its attendant focus on appearance, reinforces women’s insecurities, at the same time that it exacts an economic toll. Yet, on the other hand, consumerism allows for the expression of new identities, and often allows women to appropriate new spaces” (Domosh & Seager, 2001, p. 105).

3.5.3. Feminist political geography: Nation, state, empire
Political geography and international studies have apparently been the most conservative of the subfields, and the need to gender the area is top of the agenda of feminist geography. Power and place and gender make for a potent brew.

Traditional political geography has been state-centric, and feminists see a need to theorize the state. On the other hand, the state remains the main gendered institution: national identity and citizenship still function in a state framework. Feminists have typically focused on the local and everyday level instead of the global, and are now playing catch up.

The feminist critique of American Empire is a central focus (see, e.g., the article by the important theorist, Mohanty (2006)). All the usual concerns are gathered here: economic imperialism, militarism, conflict, war and peace. The American Empire has introduced theorizing on neoimperialism as well as economic globalization (previously feminists on postcolonialism wrote in terms of “after empire”). Post-September 11 we now how the feminist engagement with “terrorism.”

Areas of current interest include women and family in nationalist ideology; women in nationalist and independence movements; women’s political activism; women’s role in today’s wars; and the perennial postcolonialism (see further Section 6 in Anderson et al. (2003)). In all cases, the subtext is how radical feminist transnationalism might contest and transcend militarism and toxic nationalist ideologies.

Current directions in feminist political geography are inspired by the postmodern turn. Feminists want to reread geopolitics to deconstruct the dominant conceptualizations. They want to theorize “scale” (see further chap. 26 “The cultural geography of scale” in Anderson et al. (2003)). Citizenship is a recurring theme in emancipatory research; the reconceptualization of liberal democracy is ongoing. A political geography of the body is on the agenda (see below on the body). Queer political geography is a new focus (see further chap. 16 in Anderson et al. (2003)).

The study by Lind (2005) takes up many current themes in feminist political geography as they relate to Ecuador. Postcolonialism as a legacy in comparative literature appears as a dissertation topic (Halperin, 2006). Migration studies appear constantly (see the summary by Silvey (2004)); recently, migration patterns in a Chinese context were the focus of a qualitative study (Guo, 2006).
3.5.4. Feminist political ecology: On the patriarchal destruction of Mother Earth

Feminist political ecology is the preferred term. It is an umbrella term for the bridge that joins feminist and environmental concerns, where theory and practice are founded on the demonstrated strength of women’s movements (see especially the recent book by MacGregor (2006)). Patriarchy and environmental destruction are usually mentioned in the same breath. According to feminists, “these two forms of oppression have similar origins” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶34). 

The touchstone issue dividing the various schools is the relation between women and nature (Domosh & Seager, 2001, p. 191); theoretically informed feminists eschew the essentialism that attaches to ecofeminism, often treated as a synonym for feminist political ecology. The representations of the earth as mother are a source of criticism; some feminists argue that control of a feminized earth by men is thereby made ideologically easier.

Another reason for feminist geographers to shy away from the term ecofeminism is its association with theology. The theology is of course predominantly Christian and Eurocentric; Eaton (2005) is a typical example of this perspective. A broader engagement with the world religions is found in Ruether (2005).  A recent study by Ress (2006) on Latin America makes ecofeminism sound a good deal like the old-time liberation theology.

Ecology appears among the dissertations of 2006. Ogra (2006) studies how men and women are differentially affected by conflicts with wildlife on the borders of a national park in India. The study calls for greater gender-sensitivity in the conceptualization of solutions.

3.5.5. Feminist postmodernism: Theorizing “space” and “body”

Feminist geography theorizes postmodern “space” in much the way other disciplines theorize “text.” Even more important is the new emphasis on “body,” to the point that important voices define feminist geography in terms of theorizing the body. Gendered bodies do not just exist in places, they are places. This turn is inspired by a reading of Foucault on bodies as the sites of the construction of subjectivity, extended in important ways by Judith Butler. Postmodern feminist geography is sexually embodied geography (bad old masculinist geography is disembodied).
“The body is the touchstone of feminist theory,” declare Nelson & Seager (2005, p. 2); “feminist theory draws on understandings of embodied experience to fundamentally challenge bedrocks of Western social and political thought” (p. 2). Similarly, Gaile & Willmot write, “[a] growing amount of feminist geography has paid close attention to the ways in which certain bodies are marked as being different or marginal and thus associated with particular places, while others are deemed normal and neutral and in many ways omnipresent” (2007, ¶55).

Current developments are still marginal but gaining attention. Queer geography has already been mentioned above at various points. The theory of the male body comes up in this context. “Critical analyses of masculinity and representation are increasingly included in analyses of gay and lesbian identities in urban and rural spaces” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶56).

Another area to watch is feminist medical geography. Traditionally, geographers mapped disease and its spread; feminists are interested in the social production of women’s health and illness. AIDS invariably appears under this head. “One of the most important topics that medical geographers have been concerned with is the spatial diffusion and socioeconomic characteristics of people infected with the HIV virus and AIDS” (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶58).

Two items compete on the theoretical agenda. One is the need to decentre gender, and expand the gaze to the interlocking facets of race, sexuality and class. Related directly to this is the need to rethink Butler (which she is doing herself—reflexivity at work).

3.5.6. Into the margins of feminist geography: History, literature, religion and philosophy

Feminist geographers are increasingly asking, Where are the women in the history of geography? As a check against exaggeration, the cumulative index of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies (most recent is vol. 25) was reviewed. This review yielded a paltry few among the list: Mary Henrietta KINSGLEY (1862-1900), Marguerite Alice LEFÈVRE (1894-1967), Akira NAKANOME (1874-1959) and Helge NELSON (1882-1966). Feminists probably have a point. Issue 13(1) of Gender, Place and Culture raises the question in a new key: where are the women of colour?

Closely related to this burning issue, then, is the sociology of the field and the political imperative. “Notwithstanding these important advances, diversifying the professional ranks of geography remains a crucial and ongoing project” (Nelson & Seager, 2005, p. 4). The question then becomes institutional frameworks and the systematic barriers, and how recruitment and mentoring might overcome them. We know women are underrepresented in geography, especially in physical geography (Gaile & Willmot, 2007, ¶78).
Religion and philosophy are in the margins of feminist geography. Ecofeminism and theological speculation were encountered above. The most interesting recent development in religion is the combination of gender and space and Islam. Today’s headlines recall the banning of the hijab back in January 2004 in France. We are forced to recognize the centrality of Muslim women in today’s culture wars and gender discourses of (neo)colonialism. Falah & Nagel (2005) tackle the complexity of the question in the post-9/11 environment. “[H]ighlighting the centrality of Muslim women’s position in the gendered cultural politics taking place within and between the West and Muslim countries, their complex and often ambiguous roles within these cultural politics, and the diversity of their voices and viewpoints,” they present “specifically geographical perspectives on the experiences of Muslim women” (p. 4). In passing, it is also worth noting that Platonic philosophy has become a topic for feminist geography (Crawford, 2006).
There are particularly interesting developments in aesthetic geography, by which is meant the interpretation of landscape in works of art (see further Section 4 “Landscape” in Anderson et al. (2003)). Beyond Rehilan (2004) on Elizabethan fiction, there is now Wenner (2006) on landscape in Jane Austen (who else?). “Here we will examine some theories of aesthetic geography, the evolving ways in which Jane Austen describes her fictional landscape and the landscapes she knew personally. We will attempt to understand how Jane Austen’s heroines used their surroundings to grow in their knowledge of society and themselves” (p. ix).

Feminist geography and comparative literature also collide in the study of women “lady travellers” and women’s travel-writing. Women’s writing includes work by women pioneers on the frontiers and women imperialists in the colonies. The main activity to date has been the creation of anthologies (Robinson (2001), Foster & Mills (2002), Amoia & Knapp (2005)). See also the works of Hodgson (2002) and Birkeland (2005).
Meaney (2006) takes women’s travel literature as a topic for a dissertation. Through the examination of travel narratives, Meaney is able to tease out contradictory pressures on the female subject, played out in travel and writing as coping. Travel writing is about self-representation, providing alternate places of subjectivity and of experimentation with transgressive behaviour. Travel writing is for Meaney a window on rethinking the American woman.

3.5.7. Feminist geography: Summary

Feminist geography was born in the left-libertarian movements of the 1960s, and continues the struggle for justice both in the geography department and elsewhere. Feminist geography was refashioned in the crucible of postmodernism, and contributes thereto with its theorizing of body and space. The field is highly interdisciplinary, though still focused on the core social sciences. Its influence is spreading to the humanities, especially via women’s literature. The field increasingly decentres gender in favour of the broader integration of sexuality, race and class.

4. Quantitative citation analysis for feminist geography
To bring citation analysis to bear on a book list for feminist geography, five monographs were selected for currency and representativeness: Eaton (2005), MacGregor (2006), Mills (2005), Ress (2006) and Wenner (2006). A quantitative study of their bibliographies was conducted; the major findings are presented below. The study demonstrates concretely how an in-depth awareness of citations can help in academic librarianship.

Initial study based on standard reference works had identified the major theorists in feminist geography as
· Judith Butler

· Hélène Cixous

· Gilles Deleuze

· Jacques Derrida

· Michel Foucault

· Luce Irigaray

· Julia Kristeva

· Karl Marx.

Such study also identified the seminal works in the area of feminist geography. These were four in number:

Butler, J. (1993). Bodies that matter: On the discursive limits of “sex.” New York: Routledge.

Domosh, M., & Seager, J. (2001). Putting women in place: Feminist geographers make sense of the world. New York: Guilford.

Rose, G. (1993). Feminism and geography: The limits of geographical knowledge. Cambridge: Polity.

Soja, E. W. (1989). Postmodern geographies: The reassertion of space in critical social theory. London: Verso.

The citation analysis of the bibliographies of the five monographs chosen clearly indicates that Foucault is by far and away the central theorist in feminist geography, crucially informing both Butler and Rose. On the theory of power, the analysis now adds Antonio Gramsci (Selections from the prison notebooks) to Foucault as foundational. The citation study suggests the original list should accordingly be expanded with the following four:

· L. Althusser

· P. Bourdieu

· A. Gramsci

· C. Jung.

Similarly, to the canonical list in feminist geography should be added the following:
Butler, J. (1990). Gender trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity. New York: Routledge.

Butler, J. (1997). Excitable speech: A politics of the performative. London: Routledge.

Cresswell, T. (1996). In place/out of place: Geography, ideology, and transgression.

Eisler, R. (1995). Sacred pleasure: Sex, myth, and the politics of the body. New York: HarperCollins.

Gill, A. (1995). Ruling passions: Sex, race and empire. London: BBC.

Haraway, D. (1991). Simians, cyborgs, and women: The reinvention of nature. New York: Routledge.

Hennessy, R. (1993). Materialist feminism and the politics of discourse. London: Routledge.

In terms of journals cited in the five monographs, there is a disconcertingly long list:

Alternativas

Alternatives

Ariel: Review of International English

Bioscience

British Journal of Sociology

Canadian Journal of Women and the Law

Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology

Capitalism, Nation, Socialism

Con-spirando: Revista latinoamericana de ecofeminismo

Creation Spirituality

Cristianismo y Sociedad

Critical Inquiry

Critical Review of Books in Religion

Critical Social Policy

Daughters of Sarah
Differences

Discourse and Society

The Ecologists

Ecotheology

Environment and Planning

Environmental Ethics

Environmental History Review

Environmental Politics

Ethics and the Environment

Feminist Issues

Feminist Review
Feminist Studies

Gender and History

Gender, Place, and Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography
Genders

Homemakers

History Today

Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy

IDOC Internazionale

Journal for Feminist Theology

Journal of Feminist Studies of Religion

Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth

Journal of the American Planning Association

Herizons

History

Journal of Peasant Studies

Journal of Women in Culture and Society

Journal of Women's History

Lingua Franca

New Left Review

New Political Economy

New Statesman

Nineteenth Century Contexts

Noticias Aliadas

Now Magazine

Persuasions

Plan Canada

Political Theory

Radical Community Medicine

Radical Philosophy

Renaissance and Modern Studies

Research in African Literature

Science

Signs

Social Forces

Social Policy and Administration

Socialist Review

Sociological Inquiry

Studies in the Humanities

Studies in Travel Writing

Textual Practice

Time and Society

The Trumpeter

Turn of the Century

Victorian Studies

Women and Canadian Public Policy

Women and Environments International

Women's Studies

Women's Studies International Forum
Word and World

Worldviews
Clearly, the major journal for feminist geography is confirmed as Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography. What is also clear is that there is at least one feminist journal for every humanity and social science. The major feminist journals that can be culled from the foregoing list are the following; the journal Hypatia should be singled out as the more important among these, at least for the five monographs studied.

· Feminist Issues

· Feminist Review
· Feminist Studies

· Gender and History

· Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy

· Journal for Feminist Theology

· Journal of Feminist Studies of Religion
· Journal of Women in Culture and Society

· Journal of Women's History

· Women and Environments International

· Women's Studies

· Women's Studies International Forum
Further details can be added from a quantitative study of over 850 of the citations in the bibliographies (N.B. the study of MacGregor (2006) was cut short at He- because of overwhelming length). Broadly, we can comment on currency, type of material, and subject area.

In terms of currency, the following distributions were obtained.

Currency of Citations

	
	2000-


	1990-1999
	1980-1989
	1970-1979
	pre-1970
	pre-1900
	nd



	Eaton
	14.3%
	57.7%
	19.8%
	5.5%
	1.6%
	1.1%
	

	MacGregor
	11.3%
	62.3%
	20.1%
	4.4%
	2.0%
	0.0%
	

	Mills
	11.1%
	55.9%
	20.5%
	3.7%
	3.0%
	5.4%
	0.3%

	Ress
	14.7%
	65.3%
	16.0%
	1.3%
	2.7%
	0.0%
	

	Wenner
	4.2%
	26.0%
	22.9%
	13.5%
	13.5%
	17.7%
	2.1%

	Averages
	11.4%
	55.3%
	20.1%
	5.2%
	3.6%
	4.1%
	0.4%

	ex-Wenner
	12.9%
	60.3%
	19.1%
	
	
	
	


The majority of works are dated in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Obviously, this period was a high-water period in academic scholarship generally, and the seminal works in feminist geography also come from this period (see above). The interesting question is what the relative paucity of recent theoretical works says about the field.

Subject analysis reveals the expected wide scattering across the humanities and social sciences. An interesting observation is that only psychology was represented in all five bibliographies. The subjects have been grouped as follows:
Subject Analysis

Gender Studies Proper

35.8%

Social Sciences


35.7%

Humanities


25.4%

Other



  3.1%

Finally, something must be said about the types of material cited. As we learn from Schaffer (2004) on psychology, we can pigeonhole an area of study by the relative percentage of journal articles cited. On this spectrum, we find feminist geography at 12.5% at the extreme of the humanities range (19-38%).

Analysis by Type of Material

	
	Total
	Mono.
	Novel
	Edit.
	Art.
	Rev.
	Chap.
	Unpub.
	Diss.
	AV

	Eaton
	182
	105
	
	29
	18
	2
	22
	6
	
	

	MacGregor
	204
	97
	
	11
	35
	
	57
	4
	
	

	Mills
	297
	151
	3
	35
	33
	2
	61
	11
	1
	

	Ress
	75
	57
	
	10
	5
	
	
	
	1
	2

	Wenner
	96
	50
	7
	9
	12
	
	18
	
	
	

	Totals
	854
	470
	94
	107
	158
	21
	2
	2

	
	
	55.0%
	11.0%
	12.5%
	18.5%
	2.5%
	0.2%
	0.2%


The more interesting observation here is the amount of material found in edited collections of chapter-articles (18.5%). This observation has implications for collections development.

To conclude, an introductory survey is not enough for the needs of the academic librarian. The study of citations deepens our understanding of the major theorists, the seminal books, and the nature and use of journal literature. 

Thus we were able to pad our canonical list of thinkers with Gramsci among others: a major omission in the original study. While we could establish Foucault and Rose as the major theorists for feminist geography, we missed out on crucial works such as Creswell (1996) in the original pass.

The concrete study of the journal literature enables us to separate the major journals from the peripheral, and gives us a working list of feminist journals that should be at the top of the list in collections development. The extreme scattering of the journal articles across journals and subject areas means that searching for relevant literature is necessarily a more encompassing endeavour. Moreover, a major portion of the citations appear as chapters in edited collections, and this raises an additional problem for collections development: to what extent can a budget for journal literature be transferred to buying major collections of conference papers, and so on?
The relative lack of currency suggests that retrospective collecting should be a major aspect of collections development, and the citation analysis provides a working list of priority titles.

Two benefits of this quantitative study stand out. First, it is possible to obtain accurate canonical lists for specializations such as feminist geography. Second, this study is a salutary reminder of the importance of theoretical jargon for the academic librarian. The detailed study of the bibliographies suggests a short list of theoretical concepts as the basis of a lexicon to be developed for the self-edification of the subject specialist.
5. Qualitative citation analysis: A case study in feminist geography

This last section of the paper introduces a qualitative approach to the literature of feminist geography. The question to be answered is, after a base-line knowledge of the discipline has been obtained through reviewing standard references, university catalogues, and then applying simple quantitative analysis to representative bibliographies, what more can be learned by studying citations in situ? What more can be gleaned that would enable an academic reference librarian, rapidly and thoroughly, to familiarize herself with an unfamiliar area of study in which she has little formal expertise?
5.1. Methodology for the case study

The journal Gender, Place and Culture is readily identifiable as the central journal in feminist geography. A run of three recent issues was obtained: volume 13, issues 5 and 6; and volume 14, issue 1.
 From the valuable book reviews in each issue, the first monograph
 was selected for study, respectively: 
· Blunt, A. (2005). Domicile and diaspora: Anglo-Indian women and the spatial politics of home. Oxford: Blackwell.
· McKittrick, K. (2006). Demonic grounds: Black women and the cartographies of struggle. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
· Phillips, Richard. (2006). Sex, politics and empire: A postcolonial geography. Manchester: Manchester University Press.

In scanning the index of each of the three monographs, the two largest entries for scholarly/academic authors were identified by simple counting of page references, yielding a total of six secondary sources to study in situ. (In the case of a tie among authors, the winner is the author of the most recent work; and in the case of multiple monographs by a given author, the most recent is chosen.)
The qualification scholarly/academic is crucial, since primary sources tend to trump the secondary works that are of interest in the case study. For example, in Blunt (2005), older books by Anthony and Gidney, used as primary sources, would swamp scholarly references; similarly, Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the life of a slave girl, e.g., would eclipse the scholarly references in McKittrick (2006).
This method yields six authors/sources to study in situ:

· Blunt (2005): 

Brah (1996)  >  Burton (2003)
· McKittrick (2006):
Wynter (1990)  >  Morrison (1992)
· Phillips (2006):

Levine (2003)  >  Burton (1998)
The main text together with the endnotes of the three monographs were then scanned to examine qualitatively the use of these six authors/sources in situ.
5.2. Consideration of findings in qualitative analysis
A preliminary question is the degree to which this simple method yields a representative short list of three monographs. Broadly, the answer appears to be that the short list is in fact representative of major trends, as explored above. It is not a coincidence, therefore, that two of three deal with empire and colonialism; nor is it a coincidence that two of three deal with the construction of identity in terms of both race and gender. In the discussion of feminist epistemology above (§3.2), the importance of both critical race theory and postcolonialism was clearly identified; and under feminist political geography specifically (§3.5.3), postcolonialism figured prominently. Moreover, the need to “decentre” gender is explicitly at the top of the theoretical agenda in feminist geography, as is the concomitant need to relate the interlocking facets of race, sexuality and gender (§3.5.5). “The field increasingly decentres gender in favour of the broader integration of sexuality, race and class” (§3.5.7).

Another preliminary question is whether the appearance of Burton in both works on colonialism is a coincidence or rather a reliable gauge of a central theorist. Broadly, the answer appears to be that this simple method does rapidly zero in on key theorists. In fact, Burton’s 1998 book At the heart of empire is arguably essential reading in feminist political geography.
The first observation is that the standard structure of the academic monograph ensures that a qualitative approach that relies on the index will yield important results over and above findings in quantitative analysis. Specifically, the notes are separated from the text, but only the text itself is indexed; this dichotomy is clearest in Blunt (2005). The dichotomy means that the raw frequency of citations of primary sources can have no direct bearing on the index and its references; some measure of “importance” over and above simple citation frequency is required to make it into the index.
The second observation is related to this dichotomy: index references cluster in the introduction, especially where the focus is theory, whereas references to frequently cited primary sources cluster, not surprisingly, in the main body of the work; Blunt (2005) is again the best example. (This is not to say that there are not theoretical stretches in the main body of a text: e.g., geographical theory proper is the focus of the section “Migration and resettlement” in Blunt (2005, pp. 106-113).)
The third and crucial observation is that there are a limited number of ways for an author/source to generate enough index hits to be selected for examination in situ by the method proposed here. This case study isolates three ways: (1) the author/source is embedded in canonical lists of authorities/sources for the relevant subspecializations; (2) the author, as a gauge of a major theorist, is the source of seminal concepts in the relevant subspecializations; and/or (3) the author is an inspiration or model for a given study—though the citations need not be “approbative,” as noted above (§2.1, p. 4). These three qualitative aspects of the citations rapidly yield insight into the specializations within feminist geography.

5.2.1. Canonical lists of authorities

A monograph’s introduction devotes much space to providing an intellectual map of a given specialty; this is true to a lesser degree in the introductory material to individual chapters. This intellectual map includes invaluable canonical lists of authorities as part of the literature review, and those authors with the most index references just happen to appear prominently in these lists. By adopting the index-mediated method proposed here, the librarian is sent directly to these ready-made guides to the narrower specialization(s).
This generalization is stronger the more scholarly the given monograph is. Thus, in Phillips (2006), Levine (2003) appears among a canonical list of four authorities on political geography and sexuality (Phillips, 2006, p. 8). In fact, perhaps not a coincidence, she appears last in the list, and about half of the available space is devoted to her: a reasonable gauge of her relative importance (similarly, Levine (2003) appears in a slightly different list of authorities on the topic in the conclusion (p. 219)).
Somewhat more relevant for understanding postcolonialism within feminist geography, Burton (1998) appears as the theorist/source on geography and empire in the same context as Said and his epochal Orientalism (1978) (e.g., Phillips, 2006, pp. 21, 58-59). Burton and Levine appear together in a list of authorities on the urban geography of imperial London (p. 11).
Similarly, there are a number of canonical lists in McKittrick (2006). Toni Morrison appears in a key list of four theorists (p. 23) that have inspired McKittrick’s “own understanding of black geographies” (p. 24). Crucially, in an essential list of “classic” or “canonical” texts (her words) of black-feminist analysis, Morrison appears in the list flanked by Angela Davis and bell hooks (p. 53).
5.2.2. Major theorists and fundamental concepts

Blunt’s introduction explains the key concepts of postcolonial feminist geography: domicile and diaspora (2005, pp. 5-12). It is in this introduction that Brah (1996) appears as the theoretical source for the key concept “diaspora,” and specifically for a typology of ideologies of diaspora (p. 10). (It is puzzling that Rose (1993), the source for “domicile” (p. 6), did not garner index hits: a salutary reminder that indexing is more art than science, and prone to mistakes of omission.)
Similarly, Sylvia Wynter generates index references by being the source of “demonic” and “demonic grounds” in McKittrick (2006). Indeed, chap. 5 “Demonic grounds: Sylvia Wynter” is the theoretical centre of gravity in black feminist geography as well as the source of citations.

On a related note, it is not a coincidence that such authorities are also sources of related concepts, quotations and epigraphs, and apposite expressions and characterizations. The best example here is Brah (1996): thus, to Brah is attributed, e.g., “homing desire” and “theoretical creolization” (Blunt, 2005, p.10); and Brah also generates index references with a series of apposite expressions (pp. 111, 112, 175).
5.2.3. Principal inspiration or model
The last major category of citation is a gauge of the extent to which a scholar interacts with a previous work qua inspiration or model—good or bad. This interaction with previous work generates the balance of index hits.

The prime example is Levine (2003) and the extent to which Phillips (2006) interacts with her. On the one hand, Levine provides motivation for the study, the contents of her book described as “hanging threads” of geographical questions that serve as points of departure (p. 8). Levine also generates a citation among examples of the comparative method employed by Phillips (p. 21). On the other, Levine is an example of a study lacking Australian data and perspective (p. 15)—a major criticism—and is the source of problematic claims that Phillips seeks to contradict (e.g., p. 112).
Such interaction characterizes other works to a lesser degree. In Blunt (2005), e.g., Burton (2003) appears prominently in the discussion on methodology (p. 18, n. 92). Burton (2003) is explicitly an inspiration to Blunt: “Two of the questions that motivate Burton’s study are particularly relevant for my research ...” (Blunt, 2005, p. 18; cf. p. 107).

5.3. Conclusion to qualitative citation analysis

The proposed method of identifying and studying citations qualitatively in situ yields valuable insights. By beginning with recent book reviews in the leading journal for feminist geography, the reference librarian can identify the leading edge of the field, confirming what can be gleaned from current reference works. By employing the index of a scholarly monograph as a qualitative filter on citations, the librarian can jump directly to valuable, up-to-date canonical lists of authorities and to extended discussions of seminal concepts in a given subspecialization. 
6. Conclusion

This case study in feminist geography began with the predicament of an academic reference librarian who needs to acquire, rapidly and thoroughly, the necessary intellectual capital in an interdisciplinary field in which she as no formal expertise. She wants to learn about the theories, experts and issues pertinent to the research agenda within weeks.
Feminist geography is blessed with up-to-date references works, from which an accurate overview of the field can be compiled by the academic librarian. Quantitative citation analysis can supplement this overview with data on the nature and currency of works cited in representative monographs; such quantitative analysis can determine the relative importance of disciplines in such an interdisciplinary field, and identify the principal academic journals and publishers. Crucially, it was shown that supplementary analysis can plugs holes in the preliminary overview, especially in terms of seminal works and theorists.
The question became, then, whether there were other citation-analytic techniques that allow the academic librarian to move beyond this supplemented overview. One suggestion is the qualitative method of exploring citations in situ that employs the scholarly monograph’s index to exclude raw frequency as a criterion of importance and relevance per se. The index-mediated method described here allows the librarian to jump directly to lists of authorities and discussions of basic concepts and terms in a given narrow specialization.
The study in feminist geography presented here can be replicated across the social sciences. While the qualitative analysis yielded valuable insights into black feminist geography and postcolonial feminist geography, there is no reason to stop there. The exploration of feminist-geographical specializations can be extended by identifying further monographs in recent book reviews and tracking citations with the help of the index.
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Journal of Women in Culture and Society
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� “Positivist social scientists, like rationalists and empiricists, assert the existence of an objective reality, or truth, lying out there to be discovered. They also advocate the application of particular methods for the accurate illumination of that objective reality” (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 6).


� Most relevant in the context of this overview, Butler has theorized about how gender is culturally constructed, specifically through the repetition of stylized acts through time. It is in this sense that Butler proposed that gender is performative. Crucially, performance is not voluntary; with Foucault she thinks in terms of discipline and regulation. It is gender performativity that is the core of Butler’s work, but gender can be decentred to create a full-fledged theory of subjectivity.


� Originally, the last three issues of 2006 were selected. However, in the event 13(4) did not prove suitable for this study: Heslin (2005) lacks a proper index to facilitate the in situ qualitative citation analysis according to the method employed here.





� Books reviewed tend to be edited collections. This observation confirms what we had already learned about the field: papers scattered throughout edited collections are important (18.5% of all citations in the quantitative study above; see again p. 20).
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