ECO429: ESSAY TOPICS #2: Summer, 2005


The following topics are suggested for the 15 page essay.  You must integrate material from each of the given articles into your essay on the topic but you need not give equal weight to every article. You are encouraged to supplement these articles with your own research but need not do so.  

The essays submitted are due August 3 but they will be no penalty for essays handed in by August 10.  The penalty is 2% per day until August 15, after which no essays will be accepted. Students must submit two copies of the essay, and retain their work-notes and a copy of their essay in the event of a "lost" essay or suspected plagiarism.

Jevons' Theory of Value

Jevons, W.S.  The Theory of Political Economy, (5th ed.) , Chapters I, II, and IV

Peart, Sandra. "Jevons' Theory of Exchange", The Economics of W.S. Jevons, Routledge, 1996, 90-114

Ekelund, Robert B. "Jevons on Utility, Exchange, and Demand Theory: A Reasssessment", The Manchester School, LVII, 1 (March, 1989), 17-33.

White, Michael V. "Why are there no supply and demand curves in Jevons?", History of Political Economy, 21:3 (1989), 425-456.

Collision Black, R.D. “W.S. Jevons and the Foundation of Modern Economics”, in Economic Theory and Policy in Context, 

Robbins, Lionel, “The Place of Jevons in the History of Economic Thought”, Manchester Statistical Society, 1936. 

Schabas, Margaret, “The Mathematical Theory of Economics”, in A World Ruled by Numbers: William Stanley Jevons, Princeton, 1990.

Keynes’ Critique of Classical Full Employment: The View from 1936
(all in J.C. Wood, John Maynard Keynes: Critical Assessments, vol. II, Croom Helm, London, 1983)


J.M. Keynes, General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money, Ch. 1-3, 7, 14, 18, 19, 20

Jack Stafford, “Mr Keynes on Employment and Output”, The Manchester School, vol.7 (1), 1936, pp. 55-60

A.C. Pigou, “Mr J.M. Keynes’ General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money”, Economica, vol.3, May 1936, pp. 115-32

W.B. Reddaway, “The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money ”, Economic Record, vol. 12, June 12, 1936, pp. 28-36

J.R. Hicks, “Mr. Keynes Theory of Employment”, Economic Journal, vol. 46, June 1936, pp. 238-53

A.P. Lerner, “Mr Keynes’ General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money”, International Labour Review, vol. 34, October 1936, pp. 434-54

A.H. Hansen, “Mr Keynes on Underemployment Income”, Journal of Political Economy, vol. 344, October 1936, pp. 667-86

J. Viner, “Mr Keynes on the Cause of Unemployment”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, vol. 51, November 1936, pp. 147-67
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