
Comments on Writing Assignment 1

ECO336

Organization. A lot of the students had all the elements of the answer (or almost all)

in their essay, but presented them in an odd order. For example, the benefits of electric

cars were discussed after policies were proposed. The students should realize that the main

questions posed in the instructions (i.e. Should the government intervene and why? If so,

what should the government do?) give the general structure that their essays should have.

That is, they should first argue that government intervention is worthwhile (because of the

benefits of EVs) and necessary (because consumers and firms will not switch to EVs fast

enough despite their benefits). Then, the rest of the body should be dedicated to policies

(more on that part below).

Another part of good essay organization is content filtering. In this case in particular,

there are lots of reasons to be alarmed by the environmental situation and lots of potential

policies that the government could employ to remedy that situation. That does not mean,

however, that all of them should be in the essay. The content of the essay should make the

best out of the 11/3 page limit, and that requires thinking about the arguments that will

have the largest impact on the reader. 1-2 reasons why the government should intervene and

1-2 policies are enough if those points are well-chosen, well-developed and coherent.

Economic reasoning. In relation to the above point, I would have liked the students to

explain better why they think their proposed policies are optimal choices. If the student said

the reason for government intervention is that the money is too good for auto manufacturers

to switch to EVs, their proposed policy(ies) should address that issue directly and they should

explain the economic intuition for why the policy is likely to be effective. A comparison with

other supply-side policies is also desirable in that case.

I would also emphasize the importance of having a complete argument for why the gov-

ernment should intervene to stimulate the adoption of EVs. There should be two parts to

this argument and both of them are important: (1) EVs have clear benefits but (2) despite

those benefits, consumers and firms will not switch to EVs fast enough without government

policy. Quite a few students focused on only one of those two elements, which makes for an

incomplete answer. If only (1) is stated, then the reader might think that “leaving it to the

market” could work because EVs are attractive. If only (2) is discussed, the reader might

think that the proposed policies will be hard to implement and may not bring sufficient

benefits. There is no need to spend more than one paragraph on this question, but both
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parts of the answer should be present and the economics should be emphasized as much as

possible.

Grammar. There is no point in trying to identify common mistakes here as they vary a

lot from one student to another. I would like to point out that for those who did relatively

poorly in this area, fixing the grammar is probably the surest way to improve their grade.

In any case, it is very important to write properly, so please do not neglect grammar. Bad

grammar cannot do justice to a good argument and is very difficult for a reader to overlook.

Having a proficient English writer proofread your essay is the surest way to improve. For

those who do not have such people among their friends, the University offers resources to

students. If some students are interested in those resources but don’t know where to look, I

know how to find out where to direct them.
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