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D. L. Jeprney

WnrrsrErN, JouaxN JACoB (1693-1154)
Born in Basel, Switzerland, where he studied at the

university, W. traveled to Paris and London in 1714 to

visit scholars and to collate manuscripts. In I7I5 he

served as the chaplain of Swiss troops stationed in

England. Returning to Basel, he was appointed assistant

to his father at St. Leonhard's church. He was sum-

moned before Basel's theological committee in 1729 for

interrogation about his theological views, and in 1130

the town council removed him from ministerial office.

He then moved to Amsterdam. where the Remonstrants

(Dutch Arminians) offered him a teaching position in

their seminary. However, the municipal council insisted

that the Basel charges be cleared before he could teach

in Amsterdam. He spent I73I-33 in Basel seeking

reinstatement, which he finally achieved, and returned

to Amsterdam for the balance of his career.

W.'s major contribution to biblical studies is in NT

TEXTUAL CRITICISM. In Il30 he published anonymously

Prolegomena for a new edition of the NT and presented

his text-critical principles (e.g., he valued the number and

antiquity of the manuscripts). His Greek text of the NT

consists of two large folio volumes. The text itseH is not

a revision but a copy of the textus receptus. The text is

printed at the top of the page followed by a critical

apparatus, which includes a large number of variants iden-

tified by a system (e.g., D - Claramontanus) that is srill

in use. The lower part of the page contains W.'s notes. A

modern version of W.'s annotated Greek NT was begun in

1996,, edited by G. Strecker and U. Schnelle.

W.'s text-critical judgments were advanced: He op-

posed the reading "God" in 1 Tim 3:16 and rejected the

three heavenly witnesses of 1 John 5:7 . His notes offer

a valuable collection of classical and rabbinic refer-

ences; his critical judgments are conservative (e.g., he

believed Paul wrote Hebrews).

WOrks i Novum Testamentum Graecum (2 vols., Ii5l-52):

Prolegomena ad Novi Testamenti Graeci editionem accuratis-

simam (1730).
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W. R. Berno

WnvpRS, JoHhr WTLLTAM (r9t9- )
Born in Baldwin, Wisconsin, June 4, I9I9, W. was

educated at Calvin College (BA 1940) and Calvin Theo-

logical Seminary (ThB 1943). Grand Rapids, Michigan.

then at Princeton Theological Seminary GhD 1945) and

Princeton University. where he pursued postdoctoral

studies in Arabic. Islamic history, Indo-European philol-

ogy and Sanskrit (194517). He subsquently studied

Akkadian. Aramaic dialects, and Ugaritic (see ucARrr

AND rr{E BrBLE) at Dropsie College from 1947 to 1948.

After a brief teaching career at Princeton Theological

Seminary, he accepted an appointment to the University

of Toronto (1951), where he has been ever since. Re-

tirement from active teaching duty (1984) has meanr

even greater emphasis on research and scholarly output.

W. has taught a wide variefy of subjects on the ancient

Near East, but he has gained an international reputation

chiefly on the strength of his text-critical work (see

TEXTUAL CRITICISM) on the SEITUAGTNTT. Formative in-

fluences in this regard have been his Princeton "fa-

ther" H. Gehman (1888-1981) and "grandfather" J.

MoNrcoMERy (1866-1949). 
.w.'s 

docroral dissertation.

"The Relation of the Hebrew Variants of the Books of

Kings to the OG and the Other Greek Recensions,''

although never published, spawned a series of articles

propaedeutic to his life's work, including critical survel'

articles on Septuagint sfudies, which he wrote in 1954

and 1968 for TRu.

In 1966 W. was appointed editor of rhe Greek Pen-

tateuch for the Septuaginta-Unternehmen of the Akade-

mie der Wissenschaften, Gottingen; in L9l2 he was

elected corresponding member of the Akademie. He

brought to this task a wealth of linguistic knowledge.

both practical and theoretical: as the need arose to mine

the daughter versions of the Septuagint for text-critical

information on the Greek, he learned additional lan-

guages. In his text-critical work he has been a major

proponent of the Lagardian (see P. de LAGARDe) dictum

that a modern editor who seeks to reconstruct, out of

the conflicting evidence of hundreds of Greek manu-

scripts, the pristine text created by the Greek translator

must have an intimate knowledge of the methods of that

translator (see TRANSLATIoN). Internal criticism, there-

fore, must always take precedence over external criti-

cisrn and is to be practiced with all one's mind and

might. The Gottingen Pentateuch stands as a monument

to the best in texfual criticism.
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mation of the original rather than the original itself, W.

has not only produced a critical edition for each of the

five books but has also detailed the reasons for many

of his text-critical judgments in companion volumes

devoted to text history. A third set of volumes that might

be described as philological commentaries has been

completed ( 1998). Not only do these commentaries

contain a wealth of detailed information on philogical

matters but also from time to time W. suggests changes

to the critical text-a vivid illustration of his scholarly

modus operandi.

WorksS "septuaginta-Forschungen," TRu 22 (1954) 85-138,

11L190; "Proto-Septuagint Studies," The Seed of Wisdom (ed.

W. S. McCullough et a1., 1964) 58-77; "Septuaginta-Forschung-

en seit 1954," TRu 33 (1968) 18=16','A Lucianic Recension in

Genesis?" BIOSC.S 6 (1973) 22-35; (ed.) Genesis, Septuaginta

(WG, vol l,, I974a); Text Histon, of the Greek Genesis (MSU

11, 1974b); (ed.) Deuteronomium, Septuaginta (VTG, vol. 3,

pt. 2,, 1917); "Text History and Text Criticism of the Septua-

gint," IOSOT Congress Volume (VTSup 29, 1978a) 392-402;

Text Historl, of the Greek Deuteronom),(MSU 73, 1978b); (ed.)

Numeri, Septuaginta (WG vol. 3, pt. 1, 1982a), Text History

of the Greek Numbers (MSU 16, 1982b); (ed.) Levirictts, Sep-

tuaginta (WG, vol.2, pt.2, 1986a); Text History of the Greek

Leviticus (MSU 19,7986b); Nores on the Greek Text of Exodus

(SCS 30, 1990); (ed.) Erodus, Sepnnginta(WG, r'o1.2. pt. 1, I99I);

kxt History of the Greek Exodw O4SU 21, 1992); Notes on the

Greek Text of Genesis (SCS 35, 1993); l{otes on the Greek kxt of

Deuterornmf' (SCS 39, 1995); Itlotes on the Greek kxt of l-eviticus

(SCS M, I99l); l{ores on rhe Grcek kx-r of Nutnbers (1998).

Bibliography: A. Pietersma and C. Cox (eds.), De Sep-

tuaginta: Studies in Honour of J. W. W. on His Sixn,-fifth

Birthda.- (1984).

A. PTpTERSMA

WHrsroN, Wrruau e66t-1i52)
Born at Norton in Leicestershire, England. Dec. 9,,

1667 , W. was the son of a Presbyterian clergyman who

preserved his post by conforming to the conditions of

the Restoration but regretted his actions for the rest of

his life. W. attended Clare Hall, Cambridge (BA 1690;

MA 1693), where he excelled in mathematics and was

elected a fellow in 1691. Ordained in 1693, he served

as chaplain to Bishop Moore of Norwich ( 1 694-98) and

vicar in Suffolk (1698-170I). In ll0l he was appointed

I. NEwroN's assistant at Cambridge at the latter's re-

quest and succeeded him as Lucasian Professor of

Mathematics. W.'s publications in religion reflecting his

Arian (or as he called it, Eusebian) anti-trinitarian

christology led to the loss of his professorship, Oct.

30, I7I0. He moved to London, where he lectured on

a wide variety of topics and championed numerous

causes unti l  his death Aue. 22. L752.

WHsroN, WITLIAM

A unique figure in his time, W. was perhaps the model

for Dr. Primrose as the example of comic integrity in

O. Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. His age witnessed

the growing tensions between science and religion and

the challenges to Christianity and supernatural revelation

posed by Deists (see DEISM) and freethinkers. Among

W.'s associates were the leading philosophers and sci-

entists of his day and the "coffeehouse freethinkers" like

A. coLLINS and T. cHUBB. W. espoused distinctive ap-

proaches to biblical interpretation and to the relationship

of religion and science and was also an advocate of

individual freedom, liberty of expression, and limited

governmental authority.

Three overarching concerns related to biblical inter-

pretation are evident in W.'s life and writings: the rec-

onciliation of science and religion, or natural and

revealed theology; the perceived trinitarian (or Atha-

nasian) distortion of the original Christian faith; and a

millennial approach to history. All of these he shared

with his mentor, Newton, although W.'s outspokenness

on issues led to a break between them. The following

general postulates on which W.'s biblical work was

founded are spelled out in his first publication (1696),

which was read and approved by Newton and acclaimed

by such an influential figure as J. LocKE: "I. The

Obvious or Literal Sense of Scripture is the True and

Real one, where no evident Reason can be given to the

contrary. II. That which is clearly accountable in a

natural wa), is not without reason to be ascribed to a

Miraculous Power. III. What Ancient Tradition asserts

of the constitution of Nature, or of the Origin and

Primitive States of the World, is to be allowed for True,

where 'tis fully agreeable to Scripture, Reason, and

Philosophy" (1696, 95).

W.'s 1696 volume was written to counter a work by

T. euRNEr that W. felt allegorized the Genesis primeval

history to the point of denying special divine provi-

dence, and to counter the use the Deist C. BLoUNT made

of Burnet to deny divine revelation. W. argued that the

Mosaic account of creation in which one day equals a

year (or a thousand years; see Ps 90:4) is understandable

in literal terms if one assumes that Moses was discussing

only the formation of the earth, not the creation of the

universe, and if one seeks for the secondary causes (and

thus scientific explanations) not described by Moses. W.

concluded that the earth was formed by the change of

orbit of a comet, which in its settling process became

the earth; only the creation of humans necessitates a

special divine intervention. The flood was caused when

the earth passed through the vaporous tail of a comet,

identified in the l7I4 edition with Halley's comet,

which had appeared in 1680, thus allowing W. to date

the flood to 2349 BCE.

In 1707 W.'s Boyle lectures on the fulfillment of OT

prophecies (pub. in 1708; see pRoPHECy AND pRopHETS,

HB) sought to demonstrate how a multitude of OT
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