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NANEA (DEITY) [Gk Nanaĩa]. A goddess of Mesopotamian 
origin whose name in Semitic sources is given as Nanã or 
Nanay(a). Her syncretistic cult spread far and wide throughout the 
ancient world, including Greece. In the Greek world she was 
equated with Artemis or Aphrodite, in Egypt with Isis, and in Iran 
with Anahita. Her name is attested from Alexandria and the Fayum 
to Transoxiana, and from Arad to Piraeus. Known Nanaiophorous 
names include Barnanaios, Bathnanaia, Mekatnanaia, and 
‘Abdnanay. From early times Nanea was affiliated with sun and 
moon, and posed as a deity of love and war.   
 Of particular interest is a temple of Artemis-Nanea in Dura-
Europos built in Roman times. Dedicatory inscriptions identify her 
as the chief goddess of the city, a status she also enjoyed at Susa 
already in Seleucid times. Images of Aphrodite, Nike, and Tyche 
in her temple at Dura-Europos suggest associations with these 
deities. According to 2 Macc 1:13–18, Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) 
on his eastern campaign (165–164 B.C.) reached Persia, where he 
attempted to contract a marriage with Nanea and claim the wealth 
of her temple as dowry. The priests of the Nanaeion displayed the 
treasures and thus lured the king inside the precinct. Then from a 
concealed door in the ceiling they stoned him and his attendants, 
decapitated them, and tossed their heads to the rest of the royal 
retinue waiting outside.  
 Antiochus’ attack on the temple is confirmed by Polybius (31, 
9), Josephus (Ant 12.354) and Appian (Syr. Wars 66; cf. 2 Macc 
9:1–2). All three locate the temple in Elymais (Elam) and identify 
the goddess as either Artemis (Polybius, Josephus) or Aphrodite 
(Appian). 1 Macc 6:l–4, though not naming the goddess, includes 
among the temple’s riches dedicatory offerings left by Alexander 
the Great (cf. Josephus). 
 The nature and circumstances of Antiochus death as depicted 
in 2 Maccabees 1 are contradicted by all other ancient sources. 
Confusion with Antiochus III (the Great), who lost his life in an 
attempt to rob a temple of Belus in Elymais (Diodorus 28,3.29, 15; 
Justin 32,2; Strabo 16, 1.18) seems likely. 
 The exact location of the Nanaeion in question is unknown. For 
discussion see AI and Goldstein Maccabees AB. 
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